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It gives me great pleasure to communicate with so many members of IAME and participants at Panama;  and, at the same time, I am very sad that I am not with you.


Panama has given us an excellent platform for our biennial meeting.   Professor Hercules Haralambides, who introduced the idea to the Council after the proposal made by Dr. Jan Hoffmann, who worked extremely hard and successfully with the International Steering Committee, have both to be congratulated. Warmest thanks of IAME go to Dr. Jan Hoffmann and the Steering Committee, and Miss Lilibeth Llangoni, who together have produced this exceptionally well-organised Conference and have spread the word of IAME through Central and South America.


It is the Tenth Anniversary of IAME and my thoughts turn to those who took the initiative to establish the Association – in particular Professor Henk Molenaar, Professor Hercules Haralambides, Professor Richard Goss (our first President), and Professor Trevor Heaver (our second President).


During the four years of my Presidency, three successful conferences have taken place – in Italy, Hong Kong and now in Panama.  Excellent research papers were presented and a good number of them were published;  views and ideas were debated and interchanged.  This is certainly the main reason for the existence of IAME.


The Permanent Secretariat was set up at Erasmus, primarily sponsored by Nederland Maritiem Land for four years, finishing in the spring of 2003.  Here I take the opportunity to thank Professor Nico Wijnolst and Dr. Hans Janssen for their warm support during these years;  and Professor Haralambides for his personal – and his team’s – efforts for the successful dissemination of information about IAME through physical representation, through paper publicity, and through the internet;  and I thank them for their efforts regarding the administration.  


The Permanent Secretariat may become an issue with the ending of financing from Nederland Maritiem Land and may be dealt with at our Annual General Meeting.


In our recent Council Meeting, it was unanimously decided by those present that the International Journal of Maritime Economics will be adopted by IAME and will be on equal terms to our membership with those of the Maritime Policy and Management.  It is very pleasing to see this relatively new Journal become such a respected one!


This gives me the opportunity to congratulate Maritime Policy and Management, on its thirtieth year of existence and its very important contribution to Shipping Economics and related areas.  Our thanks go to the current editor, Professor James McConville and to the previous ones, and certainly to the University of Cardiff where the Journal was created.


Talking about research, I am proud to report that the Handbook of Maritime Economics and Business which was launched on Monday 4th November, in London, has captured the imagination of the readers and is already selling well.  I have been privileged to be the editor of this LLP historic publication, where 51 distinguished colleagues, from nineteen countries and thirty universities, came under the same roof for the first time and produced thirty-nine refereed chapters, on so many broad – but at the same time specific – areas, based on their research over a number of years.


The Handbook is for the researcher, the undergraduate student, the postgraduate student, and also for the business executive and the novice.


I profoundly thank all the contributors.


I finish my term with some question marks regarding the future of our membership.  However, I strongly believe that it can be substantially increased if some of us recruit new members.  As far as I am concerned (to give an example), I have recently recruited twenty-one new members, who will formally apply for 2003;  they come from the maritime business world.


I am very optimistic regarding the future of our IAME.  It has shown very strong activity in research and conferences over the last ten years, despite some minor different approaches or opinions of some it its members – but we are academics and businessmen after all!   IAME has also proved to be very useful to its members, and to the maritime world at large, through research, conferences, publications and dissemination of inforamation.  “Usefulness” is a very strong reason for existence, development and improvement.


I thank very much all members of my Council and, in particular, my friends and members of the Executive – such as Professor Eddy van de Vorde (first Secretary, then Vice-President), Professor Hercules Haralambides (Vice-President and Head of Permanent Secretariat), Dr. David Glen (Secretary), and Professor Sashi Kumar (Treasurer).


My very warm congratulations to the new Council;  and every good wish to our new President, the distinguished and senior Professor Ernst Frankel.


I wish you all a very productive and pleasant 2002 Panama Conference.

