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Unprecedented 
assistance in 

Disaster Assessment 

USEFUL RESOURCES SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AND DISASTER 
ASSESSMENT UNIT: 

email: disasters-pos@eclac.org

MEDIA
tel: +1.868.224.8075

email: media-pos@eclac.org

SUBREGIONAL  
HEADQUARTERS 
FOR THE 
CARIBBEAN

CONTACT US:

ECLAC Subregional Headquarters for the Caribbean, 
1 Chancery Lane, P.O. Box 1113,  

Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, West Indies 

Telephone: +1.868.224.8000 
Facsimile: +1.868.623.8485 

E-mail: registry@eclacpos.org
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The technical assistance provided 

by the Sustainable Development 

and Disaster Unit focuses on four 

areas: 

D i s a s t e r D a m a g e a n d L o s s 

Assessment (DaLA), complemented 

by estimation of financial needs for 

recovery and reconstruction through 

Post Disaster Needs Assessment 

(PDNA), when necessary. 

Quality control for DaLAs carried out 

by national or local governments. 

T r a i n i n g c o u r s e s o n D A L A 

methodology. 

Assessment o f Disaster Risk 

Reduction Policies and National 

Institutions

WHAT IS ECLAC DOING?

Natural disasters in many Caribbean countries have 
undone the development achievements of years, even 
decades. Hazards, such as cyclones, floods and droughts 
have increased in frequency and intensity over the past 
few decades, further hampering the ability of Caribbean 
countries to recover between extreme events. Resources 
continue to flow primarily to post-disaster activities 
rather than towards disaster risk reduction and the 
improvement of coping capacity. 

ECLAC is gearing-up to provide unprecedented 
assistance in disaster assessment to Caribbean states 
and to all countries across Latin America. ECLAC has 
been a pioneer in the field of disaster assessment and in 
the development and dissemination of the Damage and 
Loss Assessment (DaLA) methodology, and Post Disaster 
Needs Assessment (PDNA) methodology.  

Through the establishment of a new Sustainable 
Development and Disaster Unit, ECLAC will now give 
significantly strengthened leadership to the entire region 
in the area of disaster assessment and post disaster 
needs analysis, by providing technical expertise to 
disaster-affected and disaster-prone countries.

WHY ARE DISASTERS AN ISSUE?

W H AT  A R E  T H E  
TA K E -H O M E  
M E SS A G E S ?


